THE  SUN AND  THE  SERPENT

These views have been accepted by other eminent
scholars, though not by all.

We have seen that, from the region just men-
tioned, came the Dravidian civilisation of India,
and the worship of the Sun and the Serpent, which
was associated with it.

In Manchuria, the people are of Solar race, and
the Naga demi-gods still control the rivers and
the rain,1 The lake, which occupies the crater of
the holy "Ever-white Mountain," is sacred to
Lung Wang, the dragon king,3

In Korea, the kings are descendants of the Sun,
and are protected by the dragon. The people
feed, venerate, and worship serpents, as the
guardian genii of their households,3 The tortoise
too is sacred.

In Japan, the Sun-god seerns to have become
a goddess. The Mikado is descended, in un-
broken line, from the Sun-goddess ; and is himself
a divine being.*

Of the Kami (gods or demi-gods), some were
men, some were dragons, and some were other
animals.5 These probably represent ancestors an5
totems.

1 James, "The Long White Mountain,5' 182.
a Ib. 263.

3 Griffis, Korea, 305.

4 Adams, Hist. Japan, i. 5, i. u.

5  Reid, Japan, i, 40,
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